
CHRISTIAN FAITH  

MORAVIAN CHURCH -  

WHO WE ARE AND WHAT 

WE VALUE 
Five core values bring clarity to the 

things that matter most at Christian 

Faith Moravian Church.  They guide 

how we achieve our mission,  

influencing major leadership  

decisions as well as everyday  

ministry plans.  They keep us  

focused on the unique call God has 

given us as a local church. 
 

• Community  

Connecting with one another 

and sharing in fellowship  

together as a church family. 
 

• Quality Worship  

Incorporating blended and  

informal styles of Christ-

centered worship and relevant, 

Biblically based preaching. 
 

• Hospitality 

Welcoming all through our  

accessible facilities and through 

our loving actions to members 

and visitors alike. 
 

• Mission Presence  

Providing resources and  

fellowship to those in need in 

our neighborhood. 

 

• Communication  

Ensuring through multiple  

media formats that everyone is 

aware of our current church 

ministries. 

Christian Faith Moravian Church  

The Mustard Seed  
A Christian Community Growing in Christian Faith 

February 2020 

From the  

Pastor’s Desk 

Amy and I recently 

watched “The Two Popes” on Netflix. It was a powerful and beautiful movie, 

telling the story of the stunning decision of Pope Benedict to resign as Pope in 

2013 and the subsequent election of Pope Francis to succeed him. The film, 

based on part historical data and part conjecture by the creators of the movie, 

centers primarily around a visit that then Cardinal Jorge Bergolio (later Pope 

Francis) made to Rome to visit with Pope Benedict in 2012. The film postulates 

that Pope Benedict confided in Cardinal Bergolio of his plans to resign the  

papacy. Bergolio ardently begs Pope Benedict to reconsider; pointing out that 

no Pope had voluntarily resigned the papacy in over 700 years. As we know, 

Benedict did ultimately resign and Bergolio was elected Pope, choosing Francis 

as his papal name in honor of St. Francis of Assisi. 

 

The film reflects on Benedict’s internal struggles with what he feels has  

become a dryness and despair in his relationship with God. It is what many 

have called “the silence of God” and “the dark night of the soul.” Often times 

in our lives, we feel that we are going through painful valleys in our lives and 

God feels distant, quiet, and cold. We may even find ourselves questioning the 

existence of God or, if God does exist, perhaps God simply doesn’t care about 

our tiny human lives or our tiny human problems. 

 

During these times, our first response is often to do what Benedict does in the 

film – to rely on past interactions or experiences with God. We go back to what 

drew us to God in the first place. And when, as is often the case, this method 

does not bring us out of our funk, we shake our fist at God and demand to 

know why things can’t go back to the way they used to be. We long for a  

simpler time, a time when our relationship with God and our place in the world 

seemed clearer and more defined. We hate the uncertainty and confusion that 

comes from these painful experiences. 

 

But it is in these moments, as Benedicts discovers in the film, that we are  

ultimately given the opportunity to discover that God is doing something new  

Continued on pg. 2 
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February Worship 

Schedule 
One of our Core Values is being a Mission 

Presence in our community. We value  

providing resources and fellowship to 

those in need in our neighborhood. 

Throughout the month of February, we 

will focus on this core value in worship 

and Pastor Jason will preach on four  

different scripture passages that highlight 

what it means to have a Mission Presence 

in our community. 

 

February 2
nd

 

We will hear the story of Peter’s vision in 

Acts 11:1-18 and learn that “Mission Work 

Means There Is No Other.” 

 

February 9
th

  

We will hear the story of the Good  

Samaritan in Luke 10:25-37 and learn that 

“Mission Work Means Risking Our  

Reputation.” 

 

February 16
th

 

We will hear the story of the Rich Man 

and Lazarus in Luke 16:19-31 and learn 

that “Mission Work Involves Word and 

Deed.” 

 

February 23
rd

  

We will hear the story of the Parable of 

the Wedding Celebration in  

Matthew 22:1-14 and learn that “Mission 

Work Is A Preview of Heaven.” 

Young Adult Retreat 
A retreat for young adults age 18 - 30ish 

will be held at Mt. Morris Camp and  

Retreat Center on February 7 – 9. The  

program leader will be Kathy Liebenow. If 

you are interested in going, please speak 

to Pastor Jason. 

Homeless Shelter 
We will again be helping out at the Madison Homeless Shelter in  

February. We will be making lunches for the shelter on Tuesday,  

February 11 at 7:00 am and serving breakfast at the shelter on  

Wednesday, February 12
 
at 6:00 am. If you’d like to help out, please 

speak with Peggy Landgraf.  

Church Tables 
If you would like to take one of the old 

heavy wood tables from church, please feel 

free to do so and leave an appropriate  

donation in the offering plate. They are  

currently under the stairs by the office. 

These are sturdy tables that will hold a lot and would work great for 

storage or work areas. 

Pie Auction 
Our annual Pie Auction will be held after 

worship on Sunday, February 9. This is a 

great fundraiser for our Building Fund. 

We thank the Moravian Women who 

have agreed to coordinate the event and Jerry Mayr who will serve 

as auctioneer. 

From the Pastor’s Desk continued 

in our lives. As God says through the prophet Isaiah, “See, I am doing a 

new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way 

in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland” (Isaiah 43:19). We can 

often be so wrapped up in the pain of our life and the frustration that it 

can’t go back to how it used to be, that we miss new chances for life, 

hope, joy, growth, and love. Our God isn’t so much a God of u-turns as 

He is a God of new-turns. New paths forward are found and new ways 

into life are discovered. We discover that there are new chapters to be 

written in the book of our life, with new characters or new events or 

new places or new learning's. 
 

You and I aren’t a Pope doing something that hasn’t been done in 

nearly a millennia. But you and I are constantly on this twisting, turning, 

surprising journey of life and faith that is filled with our own peaks and 

valleys. May we be open enough to consider what new thing God may 

be seeking to speak into being in our lives. And may we be courageous 

enough to rise from the ashes and follow our Lord into bright new  

tomorrows. 

 

Pastor Jason 
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Notes of Appreciation 
• Thank you to Shirley Block, Marlene Sobek, the Stack family, 

and Kay Kinderman for hosting fellowship after worship in 

January.  
 

• Thank you to Shirley Block, Whitney BaDour & Kylie Sobek 

and Bob Hudecek & Kristi Thering for cleaning the church in 

January. 
 

• Thank you to the Board of Elders for volunteering at the 

Tricklebee Café on January 4. 
 

• Thank you to our Chili Supper Committee (Amy Andersen, 

Kari Caulum, Jasmine Harke, and Dorothy Hatfield) and  

everyone who helped with our Chili Supper on January 23. 

We raised over $1,200 for church ministries! 
 

• Thank you to Peggy Landgraf for leading the just  

completed Prayer Group on St. Francis. 

Men's Retreat 
The Men's Fellowship of the Lake Mills  

Moravian Church is hosting a Men's Retreat at 

Mt. Morris Camp and Retreat Center on  

February 21– 23. Bishop Paul Graf will lead a 

program entitled “The Acquired Art of  

Listening Biblical Style.” Registration forms are 

available at church. 

Ash Wednesday  

Worship 
Please join us for 

a special worship 

service on  

Wednesday,  

February 26 at 

6:00 pm as we 

observe Ash 

Wednesday and 

the beginning of the season of Lent.  

All in attendance will have the  

opportunity to receive the  

imposition of ashes in the sign of 

the cross on their forehead or hand. 

All are welcome! 

Prayer Workshop 
The London Moravian Church is hosting a Prayer Workshop on  

Saturday, February 15
 
from 9:30 - 11:30 am. The workshop, led by 

Dan Behrend, is entitled "Prayer Reboot: Why Do I Pray and Why 

Don't I Pray?" Who should attend? People who no longer pray as 

much they used to, people who question prayer, to people who are 

disappointed and discouraged by unanswered prayers, people who 

want to better understand the mystery of prayer, people who want 

to improve their prayer life, and people who want break the habit of 

not praying. Objectives for each attendee include to provide you a 

reason to pray more, to remove some of the obstacles to prayer, 

and to better understand God and the power of prayer. Please send 

questions/topics you would like addressed to 

dbehrend44@gmail.com. 

New Website Coordinator 
Diane Miller has decided to step down as 

the coordinator for our church website. 

We thank Diane for her many years of 

faithful service in this capacity and we 

thank Diane and Terry for their generous 

financial support in donating the cost of 

the website. The Board of Elders has 

asked Kari Caulum to serve as our new 

website coordinator. Feel free to check out the new website; it’s at 

the same address – www.cfmoravianchurch.org. If you have  

questions or suggestions about the website, feel free to speak with 

an Elder. 

 

New Christmas Trees 
The Board of Elders has approved receiving a 

donation of two  

pre-lit artificial  

Christmas trees from 

Russ and Marty 

Karow in memory of 

their parents. Come 

next Christmas, these 

will take the place of 

the tree in the  

sanctuary and the 

youth tree in the  

fellowship hall. It will 

also mean we don’t 

have to cut down and deliver the trees  

anymore, nor keep them watered. 



Trustees Meeting Highlights 
The Board of Trustees met on January 8

th 

 

• We read the Behavioral Covenant. 
 

• Approved the December Minutes, the Treasurer’s Report, and the 

Pastor’s Report. 
 

• Welcomed our new Trustees Peggy Landgraf and Daryl Stephens, 

and went over the roles and responsibilities of a Trustee. 
 

• Joel Caulum was elected as the new Trustee Chair, Bob Hudecek 

was elected as the new Trustee Vice-Chair, and Peggy Landgraf 

was elected as the new Trustee Secretary. 
 

• No new developments on items of old business. 
 

• Approved placing the snow blower in the parsonage garage so 

that the electric start can be accessed and used. 
 

• Pastor Jason read a letter from District President Bruce Nelson 

regarding an individual who had been convicted of 4
th

 degree  

sexual assault stemming from an incident at camp several years 

ago. It was agreed to read the letter in church and to specifically 

reach out to youth families who may have known the individual. 
 

• Monthly maintenance was performed on the filters, drains, and 

water softener. 
 

Our next meeting will be Tuesday, February 12
 
at 6:30 pm. 
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Connect With Us 
Pastor Jason sends out a brief emailing 

each Monday morning highlighting  

upcoming dates & events, as well as some 

other fun things. If you would like to  

receive this weekly email as well as this 

monthly newsletter in digital format please 

contact the church office 

(cfmcoffice@gmail.com) to be added to 

the list. 

Volunteers Needed 
We are in need of a few volunteers 

around church! 

• If you are willing to spend an hour 

or two as an office volunteer once 

every 4-5 weeks, please contact  

Pastor Jason. The office volunteers 

fold bulletins, assemble newsletters, 

and do any other office work Pastor 

Jason may need done. 
 

• If you are willing to spend a few hours each week once every few 

months as a church cleaner, please contact Peggy Landgraf. 

Church cleaners sweep, vacuum, clean bathrooms, and make the 

church look presentable for guests and Sunday worship. 
 

• If you are willing to help blow snow from church sidewalks during 

the week using the church snow blower, please contact Anna 

Mayr. Anna is our weekday snow remover, but she isn't always 

able to respond right away due to work commitments. Jerry Mayr 

is our weekend snow remover. 

2
nd

 – Joe Brashi Sr, Daniel Sobek 

5
th

 – Lisa Herbers 

6
th

 – Dennis Traugott 

7
th

 – Elizabeth Hockett 

8
th

 – Benjamin Parsons 

9
th

 – Dave Karow 

13
th

 – Doug Knudtson, Kay Kinderman 

15
th

 – Jonathan Herbers 

17
th

 – Marlene Sobek, Karen Schultz 

19
th

 – Devan Mayr 

21
st

 – Debbie Holum, Russ Karow 

24
th

 – Samuel Dreyer 

26
th

 – Diane Mayr 
 

1
st

 – Roger and Sherry Statz 

2
nd

 – Doug and Elaine Knudtson (52 years) 

15
th

 – Donald and Vicki Gilbertson (43 years) 

24
th

 – Bob and Sue Simon (52 years) 

 

 

Happy BirthdayHappy BirthdayHappy BirthdayHappy Birthday    

Happy AnniversaryHappy AnniversaryHappy AnniversaryHappy Anniversary    

FEBRUARY 

CELEBRATIONS 
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Elders Meeting Highlights 
The Board of Elders met on January 13

th
 

• We read the Behavioral Covenant and approved the December minutes, ministry diary, pastor’s reports, and music 

ministry reports. 
 

• Welcomed new Elders Willy Schwefel and Sandi Newell, and went over the roles and responsibilities of an Elder. 
 

• Willy Schwefel was elected as the new Elder Vice-Chair and Marty Karow was elected as the new Elders Secretary. 
 

• Willy agreed to be the new suggestion box checker. 
 

• Reviewed church activities from the previous month. 
 

• Discussed upcoming activities, including the Chili Supper, Pie Auction, and Mid-Winter Youth Retreat. 
 

• We went over the Volunteer Coordinator list. Diane Miller has decided to step down as website coordinator. The 

Board voted to ask Kari Caulum to be the new coordinator. 
 

• We decided to not do another Lebenslauf series for Lent this year. Instead Pastor Jason will lead a sermon series, 

and we will again ask the Elders, Trustees, Men, Women, and Choir to host a meal. 
 

• Pastor Jason read a letter from District President Bruce  

Nelson regarding an individual who had been convicted of  

4
th

 degree sexual assault stemming from an incident at camp 

several years ago. It was agreed to read the letter in church 

and to specifically reach out to youth families who may have 

known the individual. 
 

• The Board approved the donation of two artificial  

Christmas trees given by Russ and Marty Karow in  

memory of their parents. 

 

Our next meeting will be Tuesday, February 19 at 6:30 pm. 

 

 

 Friday  
Office Help 

Sunday  
School  
Teachers 

Nursery Hosts 
Coordinator: 

Marty Karow 

Call To  
Worship 

Read  
Scripture 

 

Worship Hosts 
Coordinators:  
Bob Hudecek &  
Jerry Mayr 

Fellowship 
Hosts  

Coordinator: 
Shirley Block 

Church Cleaners 
Coordinator: 

Peggy Landgraf 

Feb. 
2nd 

Kari Caulum 
(Jan 31st) 

Lisa O’Neill Amy & Sophie 
Andersen 

Amy Andersen 
(1st John 4:7-12) 

Barb Ross Willy Schwefel & 
Terry Miller 

Marlene 
Sobek 

Bob Hudecek & 
Kristi Thering 
(2nd – 8th) 

Feb. 
9th 

Marlene 
Sobek 
(Feb 7th) 

Amy Andersen Mat & Kristin 
Stack 

Peggy  
Landgraf 

Terry Miller Tim & Bev Bisbee Pie Auction Marlene Sobek & 
Marty Karow 
(9th – 15th) 

Feb. 
16th 

Lisa O’Neill 
(Feb 14th) 

Marie True Whitney BaDour 
& Kylie Sobek 

Bob Hudecek Vicky  
Gouldthorp 

Amy & Seth  
Andersen 

Moravian 
Women 

Marlene Sobek & 
Marty Karow 
(16th – 22nd) 

Feb. 
23rd 

Marlene 
Sobek 

(Feb 21st) 

Mat Stack Laurie & Megan 
Vanderbloemen 

Marie True Doug Block Michael &  
Jasmine Harke 

Russ & Marty 
Karow 

Peggy Landgraf 
&  

Volunteer needed 
(23rd – 29th) 

 

FEBRUARY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE 



 

Christian Faith Moravian Church 

805 E. Holum St. 

DeForest, WI 53532 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

stamp 

Christian Faith Moravian Church 
805 E. Holum Street • DeForest, WI 53532 

Phone 

846-5876 

Email & Website 

cfmcoffice@gmail.com 

www.cfmoravianchurch.org 

Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday 

8:00—4:00 pm 

Pastor 

Jason Andersen—608-842-0205 
pastor_jason_andersen@hotmail.com 
 

Director of Music 

Jill Stephens—608-846-5355 

jillybeanmusic@gmail.com 

 
Newsletter Editor 

Kari Caulum—608-697-8828 

karilee.iluvlucy@gmail.com 

Treasurer 
Doug Block—608-846-3833 
dcbsab@aol.com 
 
Elders Vice Chair 
Willy Schwefel 
 
Trustees Chair 
Joel Caulum 
 
 

 

 Save the Date! 
Our annual  

PIE AUCTION  

is taking place on  

Sunday, February 9  

following worship! 

Watchword for 2020 
“When the poor and needy seek water, and 

there is non, and their tongue is parched with 

thirst, I the Lord will answer them.”  

Isaiah 41:17 


